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PREFACE

This is an elementary Russian course intended for adult beginners in Russian (sen-
ior secondary-school pupils, college and university students, and others). It can be stud-
ied both with and without a teacher. To make it suitable for unaided study, the theoreti-
cal explanations, the notes on Russian history, geography and culture, and the instruc-
tions for the exercises are given in English. For the same purpose the course is supplied
with a key to the exercises.

The course aims at helping the student acquire a working knowledge of Russian so
that he could: communicate with Russians on topics covered by the situations dealt with
in the course; express his thoughts in Russian on the basis of the grammar and vocabu-
lary studied; understand aurally, read and retell simple texts, conveying in Russian his
attitude towards what he has read or heard; read with a dictionary and translate more
difficult texts and prepare oral or written reports on given topic.

Thus the course gives the student a thorough knowledge of the fundamentals of
Russian. On completing it the student, if he so desires, will be able to continue an unaid-
ed deeper study of the language.

The Structure of the Course

The book consists of the following sections: 1. A short phonetics course. 2. A picto-
rial dictionary introducing concrete vocabulary grouped thematically. 3. The main part
consisting of 33 units. 4. Russian conventional speech clichés. 5. A key to the exercises.
6. A general alphabetic Russian-English vocabulary.

The brief phonetics course gives information the main rules of Russian phonetics
(sounds and letters, pronunciation of Russian sounds, stress and reduction of sounds, soft
and hard consonants, and the main types of intonational constructions).

The pictorial dictionary introduces the most common of the concrete words,
grouped thematically. Tts purpose is to explain that part of the concrete vocabulary
which, while belonging to the main active Russian word stock, has a low frequency in
speech and writing. It is precisely the low frequency of these words in the texts that calls
for their visual presentation.

The contents of the course are presented in two parts: Part I contains 19 units (1 to
19), and Part IT — 14 units (20 to 33). Each part is concluded by summing-up grammatical
tables. The 33 units of the parts give all the necessary information on Russian grammar.
They deal with the following fundamental themes: declension of nouns, adjectives and
pronouns in the singular and plural; verb conjugation; verbal aspects; verbs of motion;
the main methods of expressing location, direction and time; the main types of simple and
complex sentences; the conditional mood; direct and indirect (reported) speech; the par-
ticiple and the verbal adverb; etc.

The section “Russian Conventional Speech Clichés” sums up and supplements the
relevant material contained in the units of the course.

The vocabulary of the course has been selected on the basis of a comprehensive sta-
tistical analysis of the Russian word stock and includes the most frequently used words
and phrases. It contains about 2000 words and phrases in all.

The Structure of the Units
The contents of the phonetics section are arranged thematically and not in accord-

ance with the units. They can be divided into four main subsections, each of which is
concluded by one of the intonational constructions and a short text.
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The phonetics course is followed by some spelling rules. Only those letters are dealt
with which may prove difficult for English-speaking students to master.

The units of the course are arranged as follows: 1. Preparation (conventional formu-
las, set phrases, clichés, and words and expressions occurring in the texts). 2. A text and
a dialogue (or dialogues), based on definite lexical and grammatical themes dealt with in
the unit concerned. 3. Notes on Russian history, geography and culture relevant to the
text and the dialogue. 4. Grammatical notes, preceded by speech patterns (syntactical
models), and grammatical tables. 5. Exercises of the following types: observation execis-
es, substitution exercises, situational exercises (based on visual presentation or speech
stimulus), exercises in translation, and communicative exercises to be done either orally
with a teacher or to be recorded on tape. The study of a unit should be concluded by
doing the “assignments on the text”. This system of execises is aimed at a gradual devel-
opment of the student’s speaking skills and habits.

In presenting and consolidating the grammar and vocabulary the functional
approach is consistently followed (presentation of the contents in speech patterns and
model sentences, the communicative slant of the exercises, creative assignments on the
texts, etc.).

In addition each unit includes supplementary material for the student’s unaided
study: texts based on Russian history, geography and culture, and thematically relevant
proverbs, sayings, extracts from poetry, and songs. This serves a dual purpose: while
broadening the cognitive range of the course, it also provides material for the develop-
ment of the student’s dialogical speech (conversation, discussion) and his monological
(oral and written) speech as well.

The texts given in the “Read with Dictionary” section are supplied with lexical
notes and notes of historical and cultural interest. In boxes structures that may prove dif-
ficult for the student to grasp are given (with their English equivalents).

The units contain material for active and passive assimilation (the latter is marked
with a special symbol — @ ). Part of the material introduced in the first units as passive
is activised in the subsequent units.

The more complicated types of assignments on the texts (proverbs, sayings, excerpts
from poetry, etc.) are to be done after the completion of the main studies. This material,
marked with a special symbol — §) makes it possible to slant the course to the student’s
level: students who do all the main exercises without difficulty may be given additional
tasks for unaided creative work.

The “Key to the Exercises” is given in order to enable the student make sure
whether he has done his exercises correctly. This part of the course is particularly im-
portant for those studying the course outside the Russian language environment.

Thematically this course is based on socio-cultural material and includes informa-
tion on Russian history and geography. In addition to a purely pragmatic purpose, the
illustrative material aims at broadening the student’s knowledge of Russian culture.

The choice of the material and its arrangement have been determined by the princi-
pal goal of the course — giving the student a working knowledge of Russian.

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS BOOK

acc., accusative neut., n., neuter

adj., adjective nom., nominative
conj., conjunction p., perfective

dat., dative pl, plural

fem., f., feminine prep., prepositon
gen., genitive prepos., prepositional
imp., imperfective pron., pronoun

instr., instrumental sing., singular

masc., m., masculine smb., somebody

smth., something

13



RUSSIAN SOUND AND LETTERS

There are 33 letters in the Russian alphabet, but there are many
more sounds in the language. Russian sounds are articulated some-
what differently from their English counterparts. Some Russian
sounds have no English counterparts (see the table on p. 14 —15).

After a soft consonant (for soft and hard consonants, see p. 18)
the letters e, €, 10 and s indicate one sound: [3], [o], [y] and [a],
respectively: ver [H'et], moan [n'yn'u].

The letters e, €, 10 and s indicate one sound combinations [iis],
[it0], [ity] and [iia], respectively:

1. at the beginning of a word: ror [ity], s [iia];

2. after a vowel: Moé [iio], Mo [ifa];

3. after b and » : 1py3p4 [#ia], checTs [i9].

STRESSED VOWELS AND THE REDUCTION OF VOWELS

Russian words have one stressed syllable. The stress may fall on
the first, second, third, etc. syllable of a word: kOmHaTa, kBapTHIpa,
MOTOJIOK.

The stressed syllable is longer and is articulated more tensely
than the unstressed ones. In unstressed syllables the vowels undergo
reduction and are shorter (quantitative reduction), while the vowels
[a], [o] and [3] change their timbre (qualitative reduction).

The vowels [1], |y] and [b1] undergo only quantitative reduction,
i. e. they are shorter in unstressed syllables than in stressed ones:
U — KUHO, TYT — TY/IA, CHIP — CHIPOK.

There are two degrees of reduction in Russian: the 1st degree (in
the first pretonic syllable and in the absolute beginning of a word) and
the 2nd degree (in the other pretonic and in the post-tonic syllables).

a[a]
1. [a] when stressed: Tam, Mama, nana, asrycr.
2. |a] when unstressed: crakas, aBT06yc MarasiH, KBapThpa.

In the first pretonic syllable and at the begmmng of a word a
shorter and faint sound [A] is pronounced instead of [a]: 6ankoH
[6AKOH ], aBTOOYC [ABTOOYC|.

In the second pretonic and in a post-tonic syllable [a] is shorter
than in the first pretonic syllable. It is represented by [b]: maraszin
[MBrasiia|, kOMHaTa [KOMHBTS |.

o [o]
1. [o] when stressed: oH, MocT, 10M, 1T0JI, TTIOJIKA.
2. [o] when unstressed: oH&, KpOBATH, KOPUIOP, TOTOJIOK.

o~ [a]

In an unstressed position [0] is pronounced in the same way as
[a] in an identical position.

16



In the first pretonic syllable and at the beginning of a word [A1 is
pronounced instead of 0: c1oBapb [caaBap’], okHO [AKHO]; [A] is also
pronounced instead of o in second pretonic and a post-tonic syllable
[]: MOTOKO [MBIAKG], KOMbaca [Kba6ACA], 3TO [5TB].

INTONATIONAL CONSTRUCTION IC-1

IC-1 — — N - N —
- ITo MaMa. Omna moma.

The intonational construction IC-1 conveys a complete thought
in the form of a statement (declarative sentence). The centre of IC-1
is the stressed syllable of the word containing the nucleus of the
information conveyed by the statement.

A distinctive feature of IC-1 is a sharp drop of the tone on centre
of the IC, which continues on the part. The postcentral part is pro-
nounced with a tone lower than the mid tone characteristic of the
precentral part.

Read the sentences, using IC-1.
< 1 < 1 < 1 , 1 < 1
10 moM. IJTo KBaptupa. Jto Mama. OHA moma. JTo marma.

1 ,
On Toxe nO6Ma.

n6ma at home

Jro mama. This is Mother.
Ona goéma. She is at home.
To:xe also

e[a], [iia]
1. [3] when stressed: sec, ectb, feHb, ciéBa, ECHS.
2. [a] when unstressed: crena, rerpaus, cpena, A€peso.
e~ [u]
In the first pretonic syllable a short [u] is pronounced instead of
e: peka [p’HKé}, cectpa [c’'uctpa]; and in the second pretonic and in a
post-tonic syllable a very short [u], which is represented by [b]: Te-
gerpad [T'paurpad], Tesesnsop [T bIIBUZHDP], BEYEP [B'HU bP].
4 [a], [ita]
1. [a] when stressed: msaTh, MSico, MOS, SICHO.
2. [a] when unstressed: nécsaTh, KyXHs, A3bIK.
4 [u]

In the first pretonic syllable a short [u] is pronounced instead of s
MATHAALATH [T UTHAIIBT |, 06s134aTenbHOo [AO'M3AT BI'HB|: and in the
second pretonic and in a post-tonic syllable a very short [u], which
is represented by [b]|: adaa [man’s], mécan [MAc’pit], mepésrs
[r'up’5BH'D|, aHBAPD [{IMHBAD'].
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u [u], »1 [b1]

Pay attention to the pronunciation of the vowels [u] and [s1].
(See tables Nos 1 and 2).

U—Yy—Bbl—W,U—bl—y— b, —Y— b, I — bl — Y

U— ¥ —U— bl — bl — bl, TBl — JIbl — HBIl — CbI — 3bI — MBI —
IIBI — OBI — BBI

TBI — TH, JIbl — I, HbI — HU, CbI — CH, 3bI — 3W, MbI — MM, IIbl —
1, OB — OU, BBl — B, CBITBI — CUTO, ABIM — /J[1IMa, BO3BI — BO3M,
MBITb — Miisa, ObITh — OUTH, BBITb — BUTD

[= [=]
= INTONATIONAL CONSTRUCTION IC-2

=2 ——~ _ —N_ =N =N

Kro s10? K10 BBI? UTO 5107

IC-2is used in questions (interrogative sentences) with an inter-
rogative word. The centre of IC-2 is usually the interrogative word.
The stress becomes stronger on the centre of IC-2. The tone drops in
the postcentral part.

Read the sentences, using IC-1 and 1C-2.

2, 4 ~ 1 - 1 2

Kro 310? — 910 Mama u mama. A jto Gpar u cectpa. Kro

1 2 . . . 1 2

BoI? — 4 cryment. Kak Bac 30ByT? — Mensd 3oyt Ouer. Uro
- < , 1 2 1

310? — IJrto Hama yauna. — Ine Bam gom? — OH ciesa.

2 ~ 1 - P 1
— I'me marasnn? — Own cnipaBa. — [e mk6a? — OHA 371€Ch.

a and oHa she

u and BbI you

rae? where? HaI our

cnpasa on the right BaIl your

caésa on the left Kro 510? Who is he (she)?
371eCh here Yro 310? What is it?

Pl I Kak Bac 30ByT1? What is your name?
OH he MeHs 30BYT ... My name is ...

HARD AND SOFT CONSONANTS

Russian consonants may be hard or soft. Fifteen hard consonants
have soft counterparts. The consonants s, m, 11 are invariably hard,
whereas the consonants u, mr, i are invariably soft.

Always

Hard: MOnBdAT3CHAPIKX hard: s m 1t

Correlative
pairs

Soft MO B P AT CH P rK x| Always )
soft: 4 o i1
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Pay attention to the pronunciation of the hard and soft conso-
nants g — ;T —T;H—H; a0 —J;p — p. (See tables Nos 3, 4, 5, 6,
7 and 8.)

Read the syllables.

Ma — MsI, M3 — Me, MO — M€, My — MIO, Mbl — MU
6a — 0s1, 63 — Ge, 60 — 6€, Oy — 010, ObI — 61

Ba — BS, BD — B€, BO — BE, By — BIO, Bbl — BU

fa — 2, 19 — Jie, 10 — A€, Iy — JU0, bl — 11

Ta — T4, T9 — Te€, TO — T&, Ty — TIO, Tbl — TH

ca — cs1, €9 — Ce, CO — Cé, Cy — CIO, Chl — CH

Ha — Hd, H9 — He, HO — HE, HYy — HIO, HbI — HU
Jla — JIs1, J19 — JI€, 10 — JIE, JIy — JIIO, JIbl — JIN
pa — pst, pa — pe, po — P&, py — PIo, pbl — pit

The softness of a consonant is indicated in writing by the soft
mark b which follows it or by the letters u, e, &, 10, .
4, 10, bI are not written after the consonantsr, x, x, &, 1, 4, 1.

Read the words, paying attention to the pronunciation of the hard (I) and soft (IT)
consonants.

I

6abymika, 6asKkOH, TOJIOBA, I0OM, JIAMIIA, MaMa, MAIa, MoJI, TTOTO-
JIOK, PYKA, phiba, COK, CBIH, TaM, TYT, GPYKTHI, (HhyTOOT

II

Belllb, ICBAATh, NECAThb, WIOJIb, UIOHb, MEGEDb, He, Heméss, OHM,

[IECHS, IIATh, CEMb, CEMb, CHHUI
x [x]

Pay attention to the pronunciation of the consonant [x]. (See
Table No. 9.)

Ka — Xa, KO — X0, Ky — XYy, 1 — KU, U — ', © — XU,

W — KU, ¥ — ', U — XU, K — TH — XI, K€ — re — Xe

yX0, X0p, XOJI0]I, BJIOX, XaJIaT, XyiKe, X710, XAMUK, CTUXI

& [x], m [ur]

Pay attention to the pronunciation of the consonants [] and [mr].
(See Table No. 10.)
Y — JKY — XY, Y — KO — JKO — Ka, )Ka — KO — XKY
JKap, JKajb, JKYyK, JKYPHAI, KPY:KOK, APY:KOa, 01éxK1a
y — Iy — Iy, y — [0 — IO — 14, I — 110 — Iy
nranka, mapd, Hail — HAIIA, Ball — BAIIA, MIyM, NIYTKA, XOPOIIoH,
mkoIa, KOIKa

JKe —> [5k3] sku —> [kbI] e — [1m3] mu — |16l

After sk and mr e is pronounced as [3]

After sk and m u is pronounced as [bi]
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yoke [yx3], mectb [1ae'T’], KUTh [5KbIT'], HOXKI [HAXKEL], JKeHa [Kbl-
HA|, IUTD [1IBIT' |, MAIIAHA [ MAIIBIHD |

1 [u]

Pay attention to the pronunciation of [11]. (See Table No. 11.)
TCA — I1a, TCO — 110, TCY — IIy, TCY — I1y, Ifa — 110 — Iy
ue = [wo] wi = [met] )
IIEHTD, IIUPK, [[BET, OTEIL, TTATIEI], MECSII]
TC = [11] yuuTes
an - [ui] Asaanars

Y [u]

The Russian (Eq’] is similar to the English consonant represented
by ch in the word “chair”.

U— 9l — ¥ — 91, U — 91 — 4e — Ya — 40 — 4y

yai, yac, Jeii, 4eJIOBEK, YyJIKH, HOUb, BPay, 1104Ta, 1EBOYKA

I [HI’IH,]
Pay attention to the pronunciation of [ur'ur’]. (See Table No. 12)
n— 1y — " — I, 1 — 1 — e — lla — 10 — Oy

IIN, 1[eKa, BEIlb, TJIAIl, TOBAPHII]
cu[mr'mr’] cYacThe, CUUTATD

INTONATIONAL CONSTRUCTION IC-3

IC—3 — =" —_ ___/‘_
— ITO MKoJIa? ITO MHCTUTYT?

[C-3 is used to convey the question in an interrogative sentence
without an interrogative word. The structure of sentences of this
type c01nc1des with that of statements (declarative sentences): Jto

CTy/:[eHT Jro CTy/:leHT'? English statements and questions of this
Ey e?have a different structure: This is a student. Is this a stu-
ent’

The centre of IC-3 is the stressed syllable of the word which con-
tains the question. The precentral part is pronounced with the mid
tone. The tone rises sharply on the centre of IC-3. In the postcentral
part the tone drops lower than the mid tone. The tone begins to fall
within the centre of the IC and continues falling in the postcentral
part.

3 1 1
1o mkoxa? — [la, | mkona.

The answers to such questions consist of two syntagms, each of
which is pronounced with the intonation of IC-1.
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Read the sentences, using IC-3 and I1C-1.

£ 3 1 1 T, 1
— 9t0 mkoma? — Her, | e mkoma. (Her, 510 He mkoma.)
< 1
OTO UHCTUTYT.
3 1 1 1 1
— Bor crynént? — [la, | cryzent. ([la, | g cryaenrt.)
Note the shift of the centre of IC-3.
3 1 1
— On 6b11 B kuno? — Jla, | B Kuno.
3 . 1 1
— On 6b11 B kun6? — Jla, | 6bL.
< 3 . 1 1
— 3J10 eé cectpa? — [la, | eé.
£ o 3 1 1
— 3J10 eé cecTpa? — /la, | cecrpa.
na yes — Jro mkoxa? “Is it a school ?”

Het no — Jla, mkoaa. “Yes, it is (a school).”
He not — Her, (ne mxoaa). “No, it is not (a school).”

VOICED AND VOICELESS CONSONANTS

Russian consonants may be voiced or voiceless.

Correlative |Voiced: 0BT 13k 3 Always voiced: it 1M H p
pairs

Voicelesssmp kTm e |Always voiceless: x 4 o 11

At the end of a word and before a voiceless consonant a voiced
consonant is pronounced as its voiceless counterpart: caaécaT], 3y0
[3ym], rmas [rmac], wox [womn], ayr [ayk], but campl, 3y0bI, riiasa,
HOJKU, JIyT4; JIOKKA [JIONIKD |, 3aBTpa [3adTpb].

Before a voiced consonant a voiceless consonant is pronounced
as its voiced counterpart: caémath [34'5ab1’|, BOK3as [BAr3au], hyT-
6641 [ pyn6O].

A preposition and the word which follows it are pronounced
as one word. The final voiced consonant of a preposition preceding
the initial voiceless consonant of the word that follows it becomes
voiceless: B_can [dcat], B_kiy6 }:Cl)KJIyH], u3_kiayba [uckiayos|;
and the final voiceless consonant of a preposition preceding the ini-
tial voiced consonant of the word that follows it becomes voiced:
C_IOKTana [3HAKIans |, or_6paTa [Anb6pars|, c_6paTom [36paTbMm].

21



INTONATIONAL CONSTRUCTION IC-4

Ic-4 —__ -_——< - s
Ang ntoma? A HI/IHa'?

A crynent. A BbI?

Incomplete questions (interrogative sentences) with the conjunc-
tion a are pronounced with IC-4. The tone falls on the centre of

4
IC-4 and rises at the postcentral part: A Huna? If there is no post-
central part, the tone begins to rise within the centre of IC-4:

4
A BBI?
Read the sentences, using IC-1 and I1C-4.

1

H CTy]_[eHT A Bbl'? — 4 T0>Ke crynéur. Mens 3oByT Towm.

1

A Bac? — MeHH 30BYT OJIer
1
MaMa I[OMa A Hana'? — Ilamna TO;Ke noma. TAHg B KUHO.

A HHHa? — Hina Z[OMa.

SI crypéur. A Bpi? I am a student. And you?
Mensi 30ByT Tom. A Bac? My name is Tom. And yours?

MAIN TIPES OF INTONATIONAL CONSTRUCTIONS

(Summary)
-1 —— IC2 ——~ _
. 1 . 1 2 2
ITO JIOM. ITO UHIKEHED. Yro 510? Kro 510?
1 1 2 2
Osu cryznent. OH goMa. Kro on? I'me on?
IC-3 — =" _ -4 —_

3 3 1 4
Jrto nom? It1o umkenep?  Towm B kmHO. A lmma?
3 3 1 4
Omu cryznent? On goma? Tanga noma. A Huna?
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TEXTS

1. 310 Ounér u Tans. Onit 6par u cecTpa. A HTO MAMA I TAIIA.
Ceituic o goMa.

2. Onér ndma? — Jla, ,Z[(1)Ma.

— A Tana? — Tans Toxe noma.

— D_‘[é ceituac mama? — Ona /1(1)Ma.

3. — Krosm? — 5 CTyZ[éHT.

— Kik Bac 308Y1? — Mens 308yt ToM.

— Aro Baw 6par? — Jla.

— Kax er 30By1? — Eré 308y JUKOH.

— A k16 on? — OH TOXe CTYIEHT.

4. — Memns 30ByT Tom. A BAc?

-4 CTyﬂéHT. A BbI?

— 3ro Bam 6par? — JIA.

— Omn CTyZ[éHT? — HéT, He cryaént. On I/IH)KeHép.

HOW SOME RUSSIAN LETTERS ARE WRITTEN

1. b, M, & M@, MO&. The letters b, M, & begin
with a dot placed at one-fourth of the heigth of the letter.

2. 0. ORHO, NBUAE. The letter Ois written without a joining
stroke when it occurs at the beginning of a word.

3. A, b FUHO, OFMO, LEC. The height of the letters
7, A is the same as that of the other letters.

4. The small letters 4, #, U, Uy, Y, /D, y have no “hook”
in their upper part:

5. The letters #C, QC, @ are joined to the preceding letter:
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6. Do not confuse the capital letters y and ?

7. Do not confuse the letters ¢, ¢y and y

8. Do not confuse the Russian ¢ W) and the En-
glish ©.

9. Note the way t}}e Russian letters are written: &, 4@, Q

, 100, WW

Read through the text and copy it out.
gﬂw MOL  ROMMAMAD.
(uéba cmouw w rpeso.
wa,ﬂa/ wrap. %uw

NOTES ON THE TABLES

No. 1.There is no English counterpart of the Russian vowel [b1].
The English vowel represented by i in the word “kick” resembles the
Russian [#1].

No. 2. Compare the articulation of [u] and [s1].

In the articulation of [u] the tip of the tongue is lowered and
touches the lower teeth. The tongue is moved forward and the front
and middle parts of the centre of the tongue are raised high. In the
articulation of [bl] the tip of the tongue is raised towards the palate,
the tongue is pulled backwards, the back part of the centre of the
tongue is tense and raised high, as in the articulation of the vowel
[v]. The lips are neutral or are slightly drawn apart.
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No. 3. In the articulation of the Russian consonants [u], [T] and
[z] the tongue assumes a position different from the position it
assumes in the articulation of the English counterparts of these
sounds. In the articulation of the English sounds represented by n in
“not” t in “tie” and d in “day” the tip of the tongue touches the
teethridge. However, the Russian [u], [T] and [z] are dental sounds:
in their articulation the tip of the toungue touches the lower teeth,
while the fore part of the tongue forms an obstruction by touching
the upper teeth: Ha — ta — ma, HO — TO — 110, HY — TY — 1.

No. 4. In the articulation of the soft consonant [#’], [T"] and [x']
the middle part of the centre of the tongue is raised and the obstruc-
tion formed by the fore part of the tongue and the upper teeth is
firmer than in the articulation of the hard consonants: m — nm, u —
M, U — TH.

—[m.8,4] ---[t,d,n] —[m.dn] --[mdx]

No. 5 and 6. The English consonant represented by 1in “lock” is
softer than the hard Russian [s1] and harder than the soft [a']. In the
articulation of the English consonant the tip of the tongue forms an
obstruction by pressing against the teethridge, and the middle part
of the centre of the tongue is raised. In the articulation of the
Russian hard [x1] the tongue assumes spoonlike shape: the tip of the
tongue togbether with the narrow Eart of the centre of the tongue
forms an obstruction in the region between the upper teeth and the
teethridge, the whole tongue is pulled back and its back part is raised
towards the soft palate as in the articulation of the vowels [o] and
[y]: 0 — a0,y — sy — 1y. ,

In the articulation of the soft [1’] the tip of the tongue touches
the edge of the lower teeth, the fore part of the centre o§ the tongue
and the upper teeth form an obstruction, and the middle part of the
centre of the tongue is raised: 1 — i — 1 — Jm.
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Nos 7 and 8. The articulation of the Russian [p] differs from that
of the English sound represented by r in “rock”. In the articulation of
the English sound the tip of the tongue rased towards the teethridge
is curled back and does not move. In the articulation of the Russian
[pl]) the tip of the tongue is raised towards the teethridge and
vibrates, touching the upper teeth and the edge of the teethridge as
it does so. The tongue itself is pulled back, the middle part of the cen-
tre tongue is lowered, its back part is raised and the lips are slightly
open: ipa — pa, PO — Po, Py —

P In the artll)culal?aon (?f thepsyoft [ppy] the whole tongue is moved for-
ward, the tip of the tongue is brought close to the upper teeth, the
middle part of the centre of the tongue is raised towards the hard
palate, the fore part of the tongue being less tense than in the artic-
ulation of the hard [p]: u — pu — u — pu.

—[ ] ~I1~17)

No. 9. The articulation of the Russian [x] differs from that of the
English sound represented by h in “hot” and is very similar to the
articulation of the Scottish ch in “loch”. In the articulation of the
Russian [x] the back part of the centre of the tongue is raised and
forms a narrow opening in the region between the hard and the soft
palate, where [k] and [r] are articulated. The tip of the tongue is near
the lower teeth, but does not touch them.

In the articulation of the soft [x’] the whole tongue is brought
forward, and the narrow opening is formed by the middle part of the
centre of the tongue raised towards the hard palate. The tip of the
tongue touches the lower teeth.

No. 10. The consonants [] and [u] are similar to the English
consonants represented by s in “pleasure” and sh in “shell”, respec-
tively. The Russian [;k] and [m1] are hard consonants. In the articula-
tion the tip of the tongue is raised and slightly back (thus forming a
narrow openm in front), the back part of the centre of the tongue is
raised high with the middle part of the centre of the tongue sagging.
Thus the tongue assumes a spoonlike shape.




No. 11. The consonant [11] has no English counterpart. It is sim-

1lar to the consonant cluster represented by ts in “boots” or by tz in
“quartz” and pronounced as one sound.

No. 12. The long soft consonant [mr'm’] rendered in writing by
the letter ux is pronounced softer than the English consonant cluster
represented by the letters sh, ch in the phrase “Danish charter” pro-
nounced as one word. In the articulation of [mr'mr’] the tip and the
fore part of the centre of the tongue and the teethridge form a nar-
row opening. There is also a second narrow oppening formed by the
mllddle part of the centre of the tongue and the front of the hard
palate.
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PICTORIAL
VOCABULARY

Human Beings

1 skéHmmHa woman

2 My’KuiiHa man

3 Moston6it yestoBéK young man
4 pésyuka girl (in her late teens)
5 Manbuuk boy

6 nésouxa (small) girl

Parts of the Body

1 ronosa head

2 1106 forehead

3 o face

4 rias eye

5 HOC nose

6 BOsOCHI pl. hair

7 3y6 tooth

8 ry6wi pl. lips

9 yxo ear
10 pyxa hand, arm
11 nazer finger
12 nora foot, leg
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Family

1 xené wife

2 mys husband

3 marp mother

4 oré father

5 noub daughter

6 cbIH son

7 cecrpa sister

8 Gpat brother

9 poaiirenn pl. parents
10 xényuka grandfather
11 6a6ymka grandmother
12 Buyk grandson
13 Buyuka granddaughter

House, Flat, Room, Furniture, Household Objects

1 oM block of flats

2 kBapripa flat; apartment

3 Gauko6n balcony

4 xopuadp hall

5 kabunér study room

6 Tyanér lavatory, toilet

7 BanHast bathroom

8 kyxna kitchen

9 croadsas dining room
10 crampast bedroom
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